






Four major focus areas: 

I.  Diversifying the economy to accommodate changes that 
could occur within the existing industrial sector.  

II.   Completing and improving the Parish’s basic 
infrastructure, road network, storm protection and flood 
hazard mitigation systems, and government services.  

III.  Promoting sound, efficient growth (introducing new 
types, patterns of development and higher design 
standards). 

IV.  Targeting revitalization efforts and property upkeep in 
older commercial and residential areas. 



Land Use and Community Character: 
LU Goal: Promote orderly development and redevelopment to achieve a balanced, 

flexible, resilient, compatible, and fiscally responsible pattern of land uses. 

Key recommendations: 
  Create new base and overlay zoning districts and plans to implement the new 

land use categories of the FLUM. 
  Review and modify uses permitted in existing zoning districts to ensure 

consistency with the future land use categories. 
  Review and adjust the development standards in the Zoning. 
  Support investments that protect and enhance the Parish’s agricultural 

infrastructure. 
  Increase the transparency of the development approval process. 





Land Use and Community Character: 
CC Goal: Preserve and enhance St. Charles Parish’s community livability, 

appearance, and visual character. 

Key recommendations: 
  Review and amend the Subdivision Regulations 
  Promote reinvestment and revitalization of older neighborhoods, commercial 

corridors and other areas experiencing decline or obsolescence. 
  Continue to make visual improvements to gateways and other prominent 

public places. 
  Improve design standards for new residential and commercial development. 
  Establish Corridor Character area standards for key highway corridors. 
  Continue code enforcement efforts to address blighted properties. 
  Prepare sector plans for targeted areas in the Parish. 





Transportation: 
Goal: provide for a safe, efficient, multimodal transportation system that affords 

optimum Parish-wide and regional mobility and supports the sound economic 
development, comprised of a functional roadway network, on-demand transit 
and rail, Port and airport facilities. 

Key recommendations: 
  Lobby LA DOTD to implement key targeted capacity improvements, and to 

include additional roadway linkages to improve connectivity. 
  Ensure that a “complete streets” approach is applied to new roadway projects 

and roadway improvement projects. 
  Develop a Parish-wide network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities and 

promote a Regional Heritage Greenway initiative. 
  Maintain an inventory of existing conditions at each existing railroad crossing, 

to use in negotiating potential new crossings and consolidations of existing 
crossings. 





Parks and Recreation: 
Goal: Create a network of quality parks, open spaces, and recreation facilities 

and services to meet the needs of all residents and visitors of St. Charles 
Parish. 

Key recommendations: 
  Adopt and implement the Parks and Recreation Master Plan (PRMP). 
  Appoint a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 
  Use the Future Land Use Map to identify opportunities for future parks. 
  Focus on providing larger community parks rather than small neighborhood 

parks. 
  Develop a Parish-wide bikeway and pedestrian trail network. 
  Prepare a Blueways Feasibility Study to identify a network of navigable 

waterways suitable for recreational paddling and water-based recreation 
uses. 





Plans are turned into reality through concerted, 
coordinated, and consistent action over time. 

Implementation Chapter: 
  Procedures for the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan, per state law. 
  Principles to guide decision-making for consistency with the Comprehensive 

Plan. 
  An Action Plan that synthesizes the policies and strategies from the plan 

elements into short-term, mid-term, long-term and ongoing actions. 
  A Capital Improvement Framework, listing projects that will transpire as a 

result of the Plan’s implementation.  
  Procedures for amending and updating the Comprehensive Plan, as well as a 

protocol for annual monitoring and reporting.. 







  Preliminary Draft Review by Steering Committee, 
Planning Commission and Staff 

  Preliminary Draft revision 

  Public review of 2nd Draft 

  2nd Draft revision 

  Adoption: Planning Commission Public Hearings  

  Council consideration 





Economic Development: 
Goal: Promote a healthy, diversified and balanced local economy to maintain a 

strong tax base, and to make available a variety of well-paying and 
challenging employment opportunities to all segments of the Parish 
community. 

Key recommendations: 
  Recruitment of secondary and ancillary industries. 
  “Retrofit Plans” for buffer areas of existing industries. 
  Target and market to specific clusters of high-value, information-based 

industries. 
  Become “go-to” resource for expertise in the areas of Emergency Planning 

and Disaster Recovery. 
  Support the continued transformation of existing agriculture and aquaculture 

for innovative uses. 
  Facilitate starting and operating small home-based businesses. 



Infrastructure: 
General Goal: ensure the provision of adequate infrastructure to meet the 

demand of existing and future Parish residents and associated development. 

Key recommendations: 
  Expedite completion of the CMOM 
  Develop a Wastewater Master Plan 
  Implement a potable water asset management program. 
  Perform a Parish-wide hydraulic/hydrologic drainage model. 
  Set Level of Service (LOS) standards for sewer and water service. 
  Rigorously enforce existing regulations that require demonstration of 

adequate infrastructure system capacity to accommodate new development. 
  Coordinate land planning and capital improvement programming. 
  Adopt objective criteria to prioritize capital projects. 
  Lobby to expedite the construction of all planned levee projects. 



Natural and Cultural Resources: 
Goal: Protect, enhance, and restore St. Charles Parish’s natural, scenic, cultural 
and historic resources and systems, striving for an appropriate balance between 
development and resource conservation. 

Key recommendations: 
  Adopt and implement the Parish’s ongoing Coastal Zone Management Plan 
  Explore and support partnerships with private land trusts, foundations, and 

other organizations that can assist the Parish in acquiring land, obtaining 
conservation easements, and maintaining and managing open space and 
natural resources. 

  Inventory the Parish’s historic resources and strengthen public awareness of 
the importance of these resources. 

  Create and adopt a Historic District, Buildings and Landmarks Ordinance. 
  Adopt incentives and regulatory provisions to promote adaptive reuse of 

historic properties. 



Community Facilities: 
Goal: Provide quality, cost-effective community facilities and services that support 

the desired future land use, enhance quality of life, and meet citizens’ needs 
based on objective standards. 

Key recommendations: 
  Develop a Capital Improvement Plan for key community facilities and set 

targets for acceptable level of service (LOS) standard. 
  Seek out opportunities for co-location and joint use of compatible public 

facilities as a means to maximize and leverage public investment. 
  Seek long-term opportunities to establish higher and technical education 

institutions (such as a LTI or LSU branch) in St. Charles Parish. 
  Incorporate “green” building and site techniques into the construction of new 

public facilities and retrofits of existing ones. 
  Continue to support community efforts to expand the range of arts and 

cultural facilities in the Parish 









 Over 1,000 people participated in at least one of the 
planning process events or provided input via interviews, 
meetings, email, or phone calls. 

  Parishwide workshops: ± 800 participants 
  Online survey: 113 respondents 
  Satellite Center workshops: ± 220 student participants 
  Email, telephone, other: ± 80  





  Key Outcomes of Community Assessment (Cont’d): 
○  Land Demand: Smaller population growth means smaller 

demand for land for residential and complementary uses 

○  Existing Constraints: Development patterns are reinforced 
by existing zoning (zoned development capacity greatly 
exceeds demand) 

Existing Zoning Development Capacity +  Approx. 1200 Platted Infill Lots 



•  Based on these factors, the 2030 Comprehensive 
Plan focuses on key structural and quality of life 
factors that will best position the Parish to attract 
growth that it wants, while maintaining and 
enhancing its quality of life and community identity.  








